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Nero Claudius Germanicus Caesar, born in 15 BC, was the great-nephew of the Emperor
Augustus, who saw him as a possible heir, if anything happened to his adopted son and
likely heir, Tiberius. Augustus had therefore arranged for Tiberius to adopt Germanicus.

Germanicus successfully commanded the Roman forces on the northern frontier and was
popular with the legions and the people. Tiberius, however (according to Tacitus), came to

hate him as a rival and recalled him to Rome. Being unable to dispose of him openly,

Tiberius sent him to the East as commander-in-chief of the Roman forces there, to settle several
longstanding problems on the fringes of the empire. He also (allegedly) secretly

ordered Gnaeus Calpurnius Piso, the governor of Syria, to block all Germanicus’ orders and

— as many contemporaries believed — to arrange his death.

Our extract begins with the arrival of Germanicus and Piso in the East in AD 18.

Section A
Lines 1-3

at Cn. PTs0, quo celerius consilia inciperet, postquam Syriam
ac legionés attigit, largttione et ambitd nfimos militum

iuvabat.

1 at - as for 2 ac - and
Cn. = Gnaeus legio, legionis, f. - legion, pl. troops
PT1s0, P1sonis, m. - Piso attingd, attingere, attign - reach
quo - so that largttio, largttionis, f. - generosity
celerius - more quickly et-and
consilium, consilit, n. - scheme ambitus, ambitds, m. - bribery
incipio, incipere, incépr, inceptus - Tnfimus, Tnfima, TInfimum - basest

commence miles, militis, m. - soldier

postquam - after 3 iuvo, iuvare, iavi, idtus - won over

Syria, Syriae, f. - Syria
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Section A
Lines 3-6

cum veterés centurionés, sevéros triblnos

démovisset, locaque edrum clientibus suts attribuisset,
désidiam in castris, licentiam in urbibus, lascivientés per 5

agros milités sinebat.

cum - once

vetus, gen. veteris - old

centurid, centurionis, m. - centurion

severus, seveéra, sevérum - strict

tribGnus, tribGnt, m. - tribune

démoveo, démovére, démovi, démotus -
demote

loca, locorum, n. pl. - positions

-que - and

is, ea, id - he, she, it; that

cliéns, clientis, m. - follower

suus, sua, suum - his, her, their own

assign
désidia, désidiae, f. - laziness
in-in
castra, castrorum, n. pl. - camp
licentia, licentiae, f. - lawlessness
in-in
urbs, urbis, f. - city
lascivio, lascivire, lascivil - rampage
per - throughout
agri, agrorum, m. - countryside
miles, militis, m. - soldier
sino, sinere, s1vi, situs - allow

attribud, attribuere, attriburt, attribGtus -
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Section A
Lines 6 - 10

nec Plancina, uxor P1sonis, sé gerébat
ut féminam decébat, sed exercitid equitum intererat, et in
Agripptnam, in Germanicum contumélias iaciébat. nota
haec Germanico, sed praevertl ad Armenios Tnstantior

cara fuit.

10

nec - nor 8 Agrippina, Agrippinae, f. - Agrippina
Plancina, Plancinae, f. - Plancina in - against
uxor, uxoris, f. - wife Germanicus, Germanict, m. - Germanicus
P1s0, P1sonis, m. - Gnaeus Calpurnius Piso contumélia, contuméliae, f. - abuse (verbal)
sé - himself, herself, themselves iacio, iacere, iécl, iactus - hurl
gero, gerere, gessl, gestus - conduct notus, nota, notum - known

sé gerere - to behave 9 hic, haec, hoc - this
ut - as Germanicus, Germanicl, m. - Germanicus
fémina, féminae, f. - woman sed - but
decet, decére, decuit - ought praevertor, praevertl, praeversus sum -
sed - but attend first
exercitium, exercitil, n. - training ad - to
equités, equitum, m. pl. - cavalry Armenit, Armeniorum, m. - the Armenians
intersum, interesse, interfut + dat. - attend nstans, gen. Tnstantis - pressing
et-an 10 cira, cirae, f. - concern

in - against

sum, esse, fut - be
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Germanicus averted a crisis in Armenia by supporting the people’s choice of king, and made
a peaceful settlement with the Parthians on the Syrian frontier; then, in the following year, he
visited Egypt to travel up the Nile to see the ancient sites.

Section B

Lines1-7

On his return to Syria, Germanicus learnt that all his orders to the

legions and cities had been cancelled or reversed. As a result, he

severely reprimanded Piso, who reproached him with equal bitterness

and even decided to leave Syria. Soon, however, Germanicus fell ill,

so Piso stayed on, waiting to see how the iliness progressed. 5

saevam vim morbT augébat persuasio venéni a Pisone

acceptr;
6 saevus, saeva, saevum - violent venénum, venént, n. - poison
vis, f. - intensity a - from
morbus, morbT, m. - illness PT1s0, P1sonis, m. - Piso
augeo, augére, auxi, auctus - increase 7 accipio, accipere, accépi, acceptus - receive

persuasio, persuasionis, f. - belief
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Section B
Lines 7 - 11

et reperiebantur sold ac parietibus érutae

himanorum corporum reliquiae, carmina et devotionés et
nomen Germanici plumbeTs tabulls Tnsculptum, cinerés
sémustr ac tabo oblitt aliaque malefica quibus creditur 10

animas ndminibus Tnfernts sacrarr.

et - indeed

reperio, reperire, repperl, repertus - find

solum, solT, n. - foundation 10
ac - and

pariés, parietis, m. - wall

érutus, éruta, érutum - excavated

hdmanus, himana, himanum - human

corpus, corporis, n. - body

reliquiae, reliquiarum, f. pl. - remains

carmen, carminis, n. - spell

et - and

dévotio, dévotionis, f. - curse 11
et - and

ndmen, ndminis, n. - name

Germanicus, Germanict, m. - Germanicus

plumbeus, plumbea, plumbeum - made of lead

tabula, tabulae, f. - tablet

inscribe

cinis, cineris, m. - ash

sémustus, sémusta, sémustum - half-burned

ac - and

tabum, tabr, n. - rotten flesh

oblind, oblinere, oblévi, oblitus - smear

alius, alia, aliud - other

-que - and

maleficum, maleficl, n. - wicked charm

qut, quae, quod - which

crédo, crédere, crédidt + dat. - think

anima, animae, f. - soul

ndmen, ndminis, n. - god

Tnfernus, Tnferna, Tnfernum - of the
Underworld

sacro, sacrare, sacravl, sacratus -
consecrate

Tnsculpd, Tnsculpere, Tnsculpsi, Tnsculptus -
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Section B
Lines 11 - 14

simul missT a Pisone

incisabantur quod valétudinis adversae signa exspectarent.
haec Germanico haud minus Tra quam per metum accepta
sunt. componit epistulam qua amicitiam eT rendntiabat.

1 simul - at the same time
mittd, mittere, misT, missus - send
a-by
P1s0, PTsonis, m. - Piso
12 inclsoO, incusare, inctsavl, incusatus -
accuse
quod - because
valétddo, valétadinis, f. - health

adversus, adversa, adversum - adverse

signum, signT, n. - sign
exspectod, exspectare, exspectavi,
exspectatus - wait for
13 hic, haec, hoc - this

Germanicus, Germanicl, m. - Germanicus

14

minus - less

Tra, Trae, f. - anger

quam - than

per - with

metus, metds, m. - fear

accipio, accipere, accépl, acceptus - receive

compond, compdnere, composul,
compositus - compose

epistula, epistulae, f. - letter

quTt, quae, quod - which

amicitia, amicitiae, f. - friendship

is, ea, id - he, she, it

rendintio, rendntiare, rendntiavi, rentntiatus -
renounce

haud - not
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Section B
Lines 15-18

It is widely believed that he also ordered Piso to leave the province. 15
Piso, without waiting any longer, set sail, but he travelled slowly so

that he would not have so far to come back if the death of Germanicus

left Syria open to him.

Notes
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Section C
Lines1-4

Germanicus paulisper sé crédidit convaléscere; deinde
fessum fieébat corpus. ubi finis aderat, adstantés amicos ita
adloquitur: ‘erit vobTs occasid querendr apud senatum atque

invocandr leges.

Germanicus, Germanicl, m. - Germanicus
paulisper - for a short time

sé - himself, herself, themselves

crédo, crédere, crédidt + dat. - believe
convalésco, convaléscere, convalul - recover
deinde - then

fessus, fessa, fessum - weak

f10, fierT, factus sum - become

corpus, corporis, n. - body

ubi - when

finis, finis, m. - end

adsum, adesse, adfuT - be near

amicus, amiclt, m. - friend

ita - as follows

adloquor, adloqur, adlocitus sum - address
sum, esse, fut - be

vOs - you (plural)

occasio, occasionis, f. - opportunity

queror, querT, questus sum - complain
apud - before

senatus, senatlds, m. - the Senate house
atque - and

invoco, invocare, invocavi, invocatus - invoke
Iex, legis, f. - law

adsto, adstare, adstitt - stand beside
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Section C
Lines 4 -7

decet amicos non prosequt défunctum
ignavo questd, sed quae voluerit meminisse, quae

mandaverit exsequl. vindicabitis vOs, sT me potius quam

fortinam meam diligébatis.’

4 decet, decere, decuit - be fitting
amicus, amicl, m. - friend
non - not
prosequor, prosequi, prosecutus sum -
accompany (at a funeral)

défunctus, déflncta, déflinctum - deceased

5 ignavus, ignava, ignavum - useless
questus, questls, m. - lament
sed - but rather
qurt, quae, quod - what
volo, velle, volut - want
memini, meminisse - remember

mando, mandare, mandavi, mandatus - order

exsequor, exsequt, exsecutus sum - carry out

vindico, vindicare, vindicavi, vindicatus -
avenge

vOs - you (plural)

ST - if

ego, mei - me

potius - rather

quam - than

fortlina, fortlnae, f. - status

meus, mea, meum - my

diligo, diligere, diléxi, diléctus - love

quT, quae, quod - what
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Section C
Lines 7 -9

amicrt, dextram morientis
amplectentés, iGraverunt sé vitam ante quam ultionem
amissaros esse.

7 amicus, amict, m. - friend sé - himself, herself, themselves
dextra, dextrae, f. - right hand vita, vitae, f. - life
morior, morT, mortuus sum - die ante quam- before, rather than

8 amplector, amplecti, amplexus sum - clasp ultio, ultionis, f. - revenge
itro, iGrare, idravi - swear 9 amittd, amittere, amisT, amissus - lose
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Section D
Lines1-5

neque multd post mortuus est, ingentr ltctd provinciae

et circumiacentium populdrum. indoluérunt exterae

nationés régésque: tanta fuerat illlus comitas in socios,
mansuétido in hostés; propter vultum €loquentiamque

venerationem omnium adeptus erat.

1 neque - not
multd - much
post - afterwards, later
morior, mori, mortuus sum - die
ingéns, gen. ingentis - intense
l0ctus, lactas, m. - sorrow
provincia, provinciae, f. - province
2 et - and

circumiace0, circumiacére, circumiacur -

surround
populus, popull, m. - people
indolésco, indoléscere, indolut - mourn
exterus, extera, exterum - foreign
3 natio, nationis, f. - people, nation
réx, régis, m. - king
-que - and

5

tantus, tanta, tantum - so great

sum, esse, furl - be

ille, illa, illud - that, he, she

comitas, comitatis, f. - friendliness

in-to

socius, socit, m. - ally

mansuéttdo, mansuétadinis, f. - mercy

in - towards, to

hostis, hostis, m. - enemy

propter - because of

vultus, vultds, m. - face, countenence, looks
€loquentia, Eloquentiae, f. - eloquence
-que - and

veneratio, venerationis, f. - respect
omnis, omne - all, every

adipiscor, adipiscr, adeptus sum - receive
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Section D
Lines5-9

et erant qut illum 5

magno Alexandro ob formam aetatem genus locumque
mortis adaequarent; nam affirmavérunt utrumque corpore
decord praeditum, genere Tnsignt ortum, vix triginta annos

natum periisse.

et - even

sum, esse, fut - be

quT, quae, quod - who

ille, illa, illud - that, he, she

magnus, magna, magnum - great

Alexander, AlexandrT, m. - Alexander

ob - because of

forma, formae, f. - looks

aetas, aetatis, f. - age

genus, generis, n. - lineage

locus, loct, m. - place

-que - and

mors, mortis, f. - death

adaequo, adaequare, adaequavi, adaequatus
- compare to

nam - for
affirmo, affirmare, affirmavt - declare
uterque, utraque, utrumque - both
corpus, corporis, n. - figure
decorus, decora, decorum - handsome
praeditus, praedita, praeditum - endowed with
genus, generis, n. - family
Tnsignis, Tnsigne - distinguished
orior, oriri, ortus sum - be descended (from)
vix - scarcely
triginta - thirty
annus, anni, m. - year
nascor, nascl, natus sum - be born
annos natum - years old
pereod, perire, peril - die
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Section E

Before being cremated, Germanicus’ body was exhibited in the forum

at Antioch, where the funeral was going to take place. Whether it

showed signs of poisoning was never quite established. People came

to different conclusions, depending on whether they had preconceived
suspicions and felt sympathy for Germanicus or were more prepared 5
to support Piso.

As a result of discussions among senior officials in the province,

Gnaeus Sentius was chosen to act as governor of Syria. He

dispatched to Rome a woman called Martina, who was a notorious

poisoner and a close associate of Plancina. This was done at the 10
request of those who had begun drawing up charges as though a trial

was already arranged.

Notes
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Section F
Lines1-6

at Agrippina, quamquam défessa luctu et corpore aegro,

impatiéns tamen erat omnium quae ultionem morarentur.

ascendit navem cum cineribus GermanicT et liberts,

miserantibus omnibus quod fémina summa nobilitate

pulcherrimdque matrimonid, quae venerationem omnium 5
meréret, tunc féralés reliquias sina ferret, incerta ultionis.

1 at - meanwhile [tbert, lTberdorum, m. - children
Agrippina, Agrippinae, f. - Agrippina 4 miseror, miserari, miseratus sum - pity
quamquam - though omnis, omne - all, every
défessus, défessa, défessum - worn out quod - because
lGctus, lactds, m. - grief fémina, féminae, f. - woman
et - and summus, summa, summum - highest
corpus, corporis, n. - body nobilitas, nobilitatis, f. - nobility
aeger, aegra, aegrum - ailing 5 pulcher, pulchra, pulchrum - fortunate

2 impatiéns, gen. impatientis - impatient of -que - and
tamen - nevertheless matrimonium, matrimonit, n. - marriage
sum, esse, fur - be quT, quae, quod - who
omnia - all, everything veneratio, venerationis, f. - admiration
quT, quae, quod - which omnis, omne - all, every
ultio, ultionis, f. - revenge 6 mered, merére, merut - earn
moror, morari, moratus sum - delay tunc - now

3 ascendo, ascendere, ascendl, ascénsus - feralis, ferale - funereal

board reliquiae, reliquiarum, f. pl. - remains, ashes
navis, navis, f. - ship sinus, sinds, m. - arms
cum - with ferd, ferre, tull, latus - carry
cinis, cineris, m. - ash incertus, incerta, incertum - uncertain
Germanicus, Germanicl, m. - Germanicus ultio, ultionis, f. - revenge
et - and
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Section F
Lines 7 - 11

Pisonem interim apud Coum Tnsulam nantius adsequitur

periisse Germanicum. qud gavisus caedit victimas, adit

templa. non modo P1so ipse gaudido immoderato sé gerit,

sed etiam magis Tnsoléscit Plancina, quae lactum mortua 10

sorore tum primum in laetum cultum matavit.

PT1s0, P1sonis, m. - Piso
interim - meanwhile
apud - at

Cous, Cor, f. - Cos
Tnsula, Tnsulae, f. - island

immoderatus, immoderata, immoderatum -
excessive

sé - himself, herself, themselves

gero, gerere, gessi, gestus - conduct
sé gerere - to behave

Cous nsula - the island of Cos, off the coast 10  sed- but
of Turkey etiam - even
nantius, nantit, m. - news non modo ... sed etiam - not only ... but even
adsequor, adsequr, adsecltus sum - overtake magis - more
pered, perire, peril - die Tnsolésco, Tnsoléscere - become arrogant
Germanicus, Germanicl, m. - Germanicus Plancina, Plancinae, f. - Plancina
quT, quae, quod - this quT, quae, quod - who
gauded, gaudére, gavisus sum - be delighted l0ctus, lGctds, m. - mourning clothes
caedo, caedere, cecidr, caesus - slaughter mortuus, mortua, mortuum - dead
victima, victimae, f. - sacrificial animal 11 soror, sororis, f. - sister

adeo, adire, adiT - visit
templum, templi, n. - temple
non - not
modo - only
non modo ... sed etiam - not only ... but even
PT1s0, P1sonis, m. - Piso
ipse, ipsa, ipsum - himself, herself, itself
gaudium, gaudil, n. - joy

tum - then

primum - for the first time

in - in, for
mdatare in - to exchange for

laetus, laeta, laetum - happy, of celebration

cultus, cultls, m. - worship; clothes

muto, matare, matavi, matatus - exchange
mdatare in - to exchange for
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Piso’s supporters urged him, as the legitimate governor of Syria, to return to his
province rather than continue to Rome. Piso wrote to Tiberius, claiming that he had
been unlawfully expelled and accusing Germanicus of extravagance and arrogance.
However, his attempts to re-enter the province by force and to incite the troops

in Syria to mutiny proved futile. Following his surrender, he was allowed a safe
passage by ship to Rome.

Notes
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Section G
Lines1-5

at ROmae, postquam fama Germanicrt valétudinis

percrébuit ciinctaque, ut ex longinqud, aucta in déterius
adferébantur, dolor, Tra, questis érumpébant: ided nimirum
Germanicum in extremas terras relégatum esse, ided

P1sont permissam provinciam.

at - meanwhile

Romae - at Rome, in Rome

postquam - after

fama, famae, f. - rumour

Germanicus, Germanicl, m. - Germanicus

valéttudo, valétudinis, f. - ill-health

percrébésco, percrébéscere, percrébur -
become well-known

cuncta, cinctorum, n. pl. - everything

-que - and

ut - as

ex - from

longinquus, longinqua, longinquum - distant,
afar

augeo0, augére, auxi, auctus - exaggerate

in - for

déterior, déterius - worse

5

adferd, adferre, attull, adlatum - report

dolor, doloris, m. - grief

Tra, Trae, f. - anger

questus, questds, m. - lament

érumpd, érumpere, erdprt, éruptus - break out

ideo - this is why

nimirum - so

Germanicus, Germanicl, m. - Germanicus

in - fo

extremus, extréma, extrémum - distant

terra, terrae, f. - land

relégod, relégare, relégavi, relégatus - banish

ided - this is why

PT1s0, P1sOnis, m. - Piso

permittd, permittere, permisi, permissus -
permissam here = permissam esse -
allow, entrust

in déterius - for the worse provincia, provinciae, f. - province
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Section G
Lines 5-10

hos vulgr sermonés mors 5
Germanict, ubi ndntiata est, adeod incendit ut, ante édictum
magistratuum, ante senatts consultum, sumpto iustitio
désererentur fora, clauderentur domas. ubique silentium

et gemitus. et quamquam nsignibus ldgentium non
abstinébant, altius animis maerébant.

hic, haec, hoc - this

10

business

vulgus, vulgt, n. - people 8 déserd, déserere, déserut, désertus -
sermo, sermonis, m. - conversation abandon
mors, mortis, f. - death forum, fort, n. - law-court
Germanicus, Germanicl, m. - Germanicus claudo, claudere, clausrt, clausus - shut
ubi - when domus, domds, f. - home
ndntio, ndntiare, nantiavt, ndntiatus - ubtque - everywhere
announce silentium, silentil, n. - silence
aded - so 9 et-and
incendod, incendere, incendr, incénsus - incite gemitus, gemitds, m. - wailing
ut - that et-and
ante - before quamquam - although
édictum, édictl, n. - edict Tnsignia, Tnsignium, n. pl. - the outward signs
magistratus, magistratis, m. - magistrate logentes, lugentium, m. pl. - mourners
ante - before non - not
senatus, senatds, m. - Senate 10 abstineo, abstinére, abstinut - refrain from

consultum, consultt, n. - decree
sumo, simere, simpsi, sumptus - take
igstitium, idstitiT, n. - a break from legal

altus, alta, altum - deep
animus, animt, m. - heart
maered, maerére - grieve
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Section H
Lines1-4

navigatione hibernt maris néquaquam intermissa

Agrippina Brundisio appropinquat. interim adventu eius
audttd multt amicr et plarimT milités qui sub Germanico

stipendia fécerant ruérunt ad portum.

navigatio, navigationis, f. - voyage

hibernus, hiberna, hibernum - wintry

mare, maris, n. - sea

néquaquam - without at all, not at all

intermittd, intermittere, intermisi, intermissus
- interrupt

Agrippina, Agrippinae, f. - Agrippina

Brundisium, Brundisit, n. - Brundisium

appropinqud, appropinquare, appropinquavi
+ dat. - approach

interim - in the meantime

adventus, adventts, m. - arrival

is, ea, id - he, she, it

audio, audire, audivi, auditus - hear

multt, multae, multa - many

amicus, amicl, m. - friend

et-and

plarimt, pldrimae, plarima - numerous

miles, militis, m. - soldier

quT, quae, quod - who

sub - under

Germanicus, Germanict, m. - Germanicus

stipendia, stipendiorum, n. pl. - military
service

facio, facere, féc, factus - do

ruo, ruere, rut - rush

ad - fo

portus, portts, m. - harbour
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Section H
Lines 4 -7

simulac visa est
navis, complentur non solum portus sed etiam moenia ac 5
técta turba maerentium et rogantium inter sé, silentidone
an voce aliqua egredientem exciperent.

4 simulac - as soon as 6 téctum, téctl, n. - roof
video, vidére, vidT, visus - see turba, turbae, f. - crowd
5 navis, navis, f. - ship maereod, maerére - mourn
compled, complére, complévi, complétus - fill et-and
non - not rogo, rogare, rogavi, rogatus - ask
solum - only inter - among, between
non solum ... sed etiam - not only ... but sé - himself, herself, themselves
even silentium, silentit, n. - silence
portus, portds, m. - harbour 7 an - or
sed - but vOXx, vocis, f. - cry
etiam - even aliqur, aliqua, aliquod - some
non solum ... sed etiam - not only ... but égredior, égredi, égressus sum - disembark
even excipio, excipere, excépl, exceptus -
moenia, moenium, n. - walls welcome
ac - and
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Section H
Lines 7 - 11

navis lente
appropinquat, non celeriter, ut solet, sed clnctis ad tristitiam
compositls. postquam dudbus cum I[tberts, féralem urnam
tenéns, eégressa € nave défixit oculos, Tdem fuit omnium 10

gemitus.

navis, navis, f. - ship
lente - slowly 9
appropinqud, appropinquare, appropinquavi
+ dat. - approach
non - not
celeriter - quickly
ut- as
soled, solére, solitus sum - be customary
sed - but
cuncta, cunctorum, n. pl. - everything
ad - for 10
tristitia, tristitiae, f. - grief

duo, duae, duo - two

cum - with

[TberT, Tberdrum, m. pl. - children

féralis, ferale - funereal

urna, urnae, f. - urn

tened, tenére, tenur, tentus - hold
egredior, €gredrt, égressus sum - come off
é - from

navis, navis, f. - ship

défigo, déefigere, défixi, défixus - cast down
oculus, ocult, m. - eye

Tdem, eadem, idem - the same

sum, esse, fut - be
omnis, omne - all, every
gemitus, gemitds, m. - groan

compOnd, componere, CoOMposuT,
compositus - arrange
postquam - when 11
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Section |

Tiberius had sent two cohorts of the Praetorian Guard, and had
ordered the officials of Calabria, Apulia and Campania to pay their last
respects to his adoptive son. So, his ashes were borne on the
shoulders of tribunes and centurions, preceded by unadorned
standards and reversed axes; at each successive town, in proportion
to its wealth, the people clothed in black and the gentry in their purple
robes burnt garments, spices and other funeral offerings. Even people
from far-flung villages came to meet the procession, offering sacrifices
and erecting altars to the souls of the dead, and showing their grief by
tears and lamentations.

Notes

10
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Section J

The consuls, the Senate, and a great part of the population thronged

the roadside in scattered groups, weeping as their hearts moved them.

This was not done simply to gratify the Emperor: everyone knew that

Tiberius could scarcely conceal his delight at the death of Germanicus.

He and his mother Livia made no public appearance. Either they
considered open mourning beneath their dignity, or they feared that
the public would detect insincerity on their faces.

On the day when Germanicus’ remains were interred in the
Mausoleum of Augustus there was a desolate silence, broken only by
wailing. Soldiers, officials, and people all declared repeatedly that
Rome was finished, all hope gone, so readily and openly that you
would think they had forgotten about their rulers.

Notes

10
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After the period of mourning was over, people returned to work, but there remained
a widespread feeling that Tiberius had shown insufficient respect to Germanicus,
and everyone was eager for vengeance on Piso.

Meanwhile Piso and Plancina sailed back to Italy and made their way cheerfully to
Rome, where their house, which overlooked the forum, was festively decorated. The
banqueting and feasting which followed their return increased the public indignation.

The next day Licius Fulcinius Trio asked the consuls for permission to prosecute
Piso. Tiberius, aware of the strength of public feeling, referred the whole matter to
the senate.

Section K

The entire city was agog to see how loyal the friends of Germanicus

would prove themselves, what would be the case for the defence,

whether Tiberius would manage to suppress and conceal his feelings.

Never had there been such intense public interest, so much secret 5
criticism, such unvoiced suspicion of the Emperor.
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Section L

When the Senate met, Tiberius made a speech of carefully phrased
impartiality. ‘Piso’, he said, ‘was my father’s friend and representative.
With the approval of the Senate, | appointed him to assist Germanicus
with the government of the East. The question to be settled, with open
minds, is whether he embittered the young prince by his disobedience
and quarrelsomeness and then rejoiced in his death, or whether he
murdered him. If Piso as governor exceeded the bounds of his office,
if he failed in obedience to his commander, if he rejoiced in his death
—and my sorrow — then | shall bear him hatred and ban him from my
house to avenge my personal wrongs, without using the power of an
Emperor. But if there is proof of murder — a crime which demands
revenge whatever the rank of the victim — then you must give to the
children of Germanicus, and to us who are his parents,

the satisfaction that is our due.

There is another matter that you must consider. Did Piso rouse his
troops to mutiny and rebellion? Did he try to recover his province by
force? Or are these exaggerated charges, invented by the
prosecution?

| weep for my son and ever shall, but | intend to allow the defendant
every means of establishing his own innocence, or the unfairness of
Germanicus, if such there was. My instructions to you are that you are
not to regard accusations as proven simply because my personal
sorrow is involved in the case. Drusus’ tears, my grief, are wholly
irrelevant — as are the slanders people are concocting against us.’

Notes

10

15

20
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Section M
Lines1-6

deinde biduum criminibus obiciendis statuitur utque

post intervallum sex di€rum reus per triduum défenderétur.

trés amict Germanict consimilt studio obiécérunt Pisonem,

odio Germanicrt et rérum novarum studio, milités per

licentiam et sociorum inidrias corripisse; postrémao ipsum 5
Germanicum dévotionibus et venéno occidisse.

1 deinde - then accusation, accuse
biduum, bidut, n. - two days P1s0, P1sonis, m. - Piso
crimen, criminis, n. - charge 4 odium, odiT, n. - hatred
obicid, obicere, obiéct, obiectus - present Germanicus, Germanicl, m. - Germanicus
statud, statuere, statut, statttus - lay down et - and
ut - that rés novae, rérum novarum, f. pl. - revolution
-que - and studium, studit, n. - desire

2 post - after miles, militis, m. - soldier
intervallum, intervallt, n. - interval per - through
sex - Six 5 licentia, licentiae, f. - riotous behaviour
dies, die1, m. - day et - and
reus, rel, m. - the accused socius, socil, m. - person of the province
per - for inidria, inidriae, f. - ill-treatment
triduum, tridut, n. - three days corrumpo, corrumpere, corriipt, corruptus -
défendo, défendere, défendt, défénsus - corrupt

defend postrémo - lastly

3 trés, tria - three ipse, ipsa, ipsum - himself, herself, itself
amicus, amicl, m. - friend 6 Germanicus, Germanict, m. - Germanicus
Germanicus, Germanicl, m. - Germanicus dévotio, dévotionis, f. - curse
consimilis, consimile - equal et-and
studium, studit, n. - zeal venénum, venént, n. - poison
obicid, obicere, obiécl, obiectus - say in occido, occidere, occidi, occisus - Kill
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Section M
Lines 6 -8

tum et
Pisonem et Plancinam, postquam sacra et immolationés
nefandas fécissent, petivisse armis rem publicam.

6 tum - then et - and
et - and immolatio, immolationis, f. - sacrifice
et ...et-both ... and 8 nefandus, nefanda, nefandum - wicked
7 P1s0, P1sonis, m. - Piso facio, facere, fécli, factus - practise
et - and petd, petere, petivi, petitus - seek, make for
et...et-both ... and arma, armorum, n. pl. - arms, weapons, war
Plancina, Plancinae, f. - Plancina arma petere - to make war on
postquam - after rés piblica, rel plblicae, f. - state, Rome

sacra, sacrorum, n. pl. - rites
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Section N
Lines1-4

défénsio in céterts criminibus trepidavit; nam neque

ambitido militum neque inidria in provinciam, né contuméliae
quidem adversum imperatorem, negari poterant: sGlum

venént crimen potuit P1so diluere.

déféensio, défénsionis, f. - defence
in - against, for
céter, céterae, cétera - the other, the rest
crimen, criminis, n. - charge
trepido, trepidare, trepidavi - falter
nam - for
neque - neither, nor

neque ... neque - neither ... nor
ambitid, ambitidnis, f. - bribery
miles, militis, m. - soldier
neque - neither, nor

neque ... neque - neither ... nor
inidria, inidriae, f. - injustice, ill-treatment
in - towards

provincia, provinciae, f. - province

né - nor

contumélia, contuméliae, f. - insult
quidem - even

adversum - against

imperator, imperatoris, m. - commander
neg0, negare, negavi, negatus - deny
possum, posse, potul - can, be able
sOlum - only

venénum, venénl, n. - poison

crimen, criminis, n. - crime

possum, posse, potul - can, be able
PT1s0, P1sonis, m. - Piso

diluo, diluere, dilut - wash one’s hands of
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Section N
Lines 4 -6

at simul popult ante
curiam voceés audieébantur: non temperatlros manibus st 5
P1s0 sententias patrum évasisset.

4 at - but temperd, temperare, temperavi, temperatus
simul - at that moment + dat. - restrain
populus, popull, m. - people manus, manas, f. - hand
ante - in front of ST - if
5 cdria, ciriae, f. - Senate house 6 P1s6, P1sonis, m. - Piso
vOXx, vocis, f. - voice sententia, sententiae, f. - judgement
audio, audire, audivi, audttus - hear pater, patris, m. - senator
non - not évado, eévadere, évasi - escape
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Section O
Lines1-4

eadem erat Plancinae invidia. atque ipsa, dum P1son1
spés erat absolGtionis, sociam sé cuiuscumque fortinae
futlram esse et, sT necesse esset, comitem exitiT promittébat:

sed paulatim ségregari a marito coepit.

Tdem, eadem, idem - the same

sum, esse, fur - be

Plancina, Plancinae, f. - Plancina

invidia, invidiae, f. - hatred

atque - and

ipse, ipsa, ipsum - himself, herself, itself

dum - while

PT1s0, P1sonis, m. - Piso

Spés, spel, f. - hope

sum, esse, ful - be

absolGtio, absolationis, f. - acquittal

socia, sociae, f. - ally

sé - himself, herself, themselves

quicumque, quaecumque, quodcumque -
whoever, whatever

fortdina, fortlnae, f. - fate

sum, esse, fut - be

et-and

ST - if

necesse - necessary

sum, esse, fut - be

comes, comitis, f. - companion

exitium, exitiT, n. - death

promittd, promittere, promisi, promissus -
promise

sed - but

paulatim - gradually

ségregor, ségregari, ségregatus sum -
distance oneself

a - from

maritus, maritt, m. - husband

coeprt, coepisse - began
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Section O
Lines 4 -8

quod postquam
P1s0 sibi exitiabile esse intelléxit, dubitavit an causam diceret 5
amplius. itaque, tamquam défénsionem in posterum diem
meditarétur, pauca scribit obsignatque et Itberto tradit; tum
solita ctirando corport exsequitur.

4 qurt, quae, quod - who, which, 7 meditor, meditari, meditatus sum - plan
here: this (development) paucT, paucae, pauca - few,
postquam - since here: a few words
5 PT1s0, P1sonis, m. - Piso scribd, scribere, scripsi, scriptus - write
s€ - himself, herself, themselves obsigno, obsignare, obsignavi, obsignatus -
exitiabilis, exitiabile - fatal sign
sum, esse, fut - be -que - and
intelleg0, intellegere, intelléxt, intelléctus - et - and
understand [Tbertus, libertt, m. - freedman
dubitd, dubitare, dubitavt - doubt trado, tradere, tradidr, traditus - hand to
an - whether tum - then
causa, causae, f. - cause 8 solitus, solita, solitum - routine
dico, dicere, dixi, dictus - defend curd, curare, curavi - care for
6 amplius - any more corpus, corporis, n. - body
itaque - and so solita cirando corporT - here: bodily care
tamquam - as if routine
défénsio, défénsionis, f. - defence exsequor, exsequl, exsecitus sum - carry
in posterum diem - for the next day out
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Section O
Lines 8 - 11

deinde multam post
noctem, égressa cubiculd uxore, claudt ianuam iussit; et

prima lace perfosso iuguld, iacente humt gladio, repertus 10
est.
8 deinde - then et - and
multus, multa, multum - much 10 primus, prima, primum - first
post - after I0x, IGcis, f. - light
9 nox, noctis, f. - night perfodio, perfodere, perfodt, perfossus -
égredior, égredi, égressus sum - leave slash
cubiculum, cubicull, n. - bedroom iugulum, iugult, n. - throat
uxor, uxoris, f. - wife iaceo, iacere, iacur - lie
claudo, claudere, clausrt, clausus - shut humt - on the ground
ianua, ianuae, f. - door gladius, gladit, m. - sword
iube0, iubére, iussT, iussus - order reperio, reperire, reppert, repertus - discover
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